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Power cords can be a hazard in the school 
environment. Not only do plugs have to be kept 
in good repair, but cords that snake their way 
across classrooms, attached to multiple power 
boards like neuronal networks, are quickly dealt 
with by OH&S officers. Equipment is checked 
regularly. Faulty items are discarded and 
replaced. Electrical currents are not something 
with which we take chances. Our students’ 
lives are too precious and we have a duty of 
care while they are at school. Yet, in spite of the 
dangers, a good source of power is essential 
to the smooth operation of a school. Without 
it, lights go off, computers shut down, canteen 
food spoils, and teachers feel handicapped. If 
the power supply is cut off, top priority is given 
to restoring it immediately.
I wonder if the same can be said for the spiritual 
power supply to our schools. What consideration do 
we give to maintaining a constant supply of spiritual 
power to ourselves and our students? Take a few 
seconds to reflect on this spiritual power checklist:
• Teachers make it a priority to keep the power 
flowing in their own lives by setting aside time 
each day to connect with God in a meaningful 
way.
• Students’ spiritual development is a regular 
item on staff meeting agendas.
• Staff have devotional times together and 
support students and their families with 
prayers.
• The school has a parent prayer support group 
that prays for the staff and students on a 
regular basis.
• Bible/chapel classes are relevant, engaging, 
participatory and representative of a wide 
range of activities.
• Students have time to share their connection 
with God both formally and informally.
• Time is made available for students to pray in 
groups or alone.
• Space is made available for students and staff 
to pray in groups or alone.
• Opportunities are provided for students to have 
quiet time to reflect on God’s power in their 
lives.
When issues disrupt the spiritual power supply 
to our schools, how quickly do we identify them, 
and make it a priority to reconnect our students to 
the Source of spiritual power? While our concern 
for OH&S issues is important, our concern for the 
Eternal Health and Safety of our students is even 
more important. It is our core business. TEACH
EH&S issues are a joint initiative between the 
Adventist Schools Australia Curriculum Unit and 
Avondale College.
Did you insure your car this year in case of 
“damage”, but not yourself? 
    - We’re here to help!
aNot-for-profit
aValue for money
aQuality Hospital + Extras
aBudget Hospital + Extras
Proudly providing quality health cover for SDA 
School employees and their immediate families for 
more than 50 years... For more info visit
   www.acahealth.com.au
or Call 1300 368 390
[“Teaching is...”: Lanelle Cobbin]
